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LL Ages (as if Athens had been the O- 
A riginal,) have been Curious in their In- 
quiries 5 Cwriofityit felf being fo much 
a part of Nature, that there is no laying it afide 
till the whole Frame is diflolv’d ; “tis not with- 
out great importunity we have undertaken a task 
of this Nature , which at firft fight appears 
to be a Subject chofen out and calculated 
on purpofe for Qbjeétions ; but yet a Confidera- 
tion of thofe Advantages a great part of the 
World may reap by it, has fuperfeded that Diffi- 
culty. The Delign is briefly, to fatisfy all inge- 
nious and curious Enquivers into Speculations, Di- 
vine, Moral and Natural, Cc. and to remove 
thofe Difficulties and Diffatisfaétions, that fhame 
or fear of appearing ridiculous by asking Quefti- 
ons, may caufe feveral Perfons to labour under, 
who now have opportunities of being refolu'd in 
any Question without knowing their Informer. 
And if at any time the An/wer is not fo fatisfacto- 
ry as they could with, let them as direéted by the 
Advertifement, mention in what particular, and 
they fhall bave a fuller fatisfaction in the next 
Paper. Thefe following OueStions have already 
been propofed with others, which hall have 
their Ad/wer io the next, there being not room 
enough in this. See the Advertifement, 


Queft. 1. Whether the Torment: of the damn'd 
are vifible to the Saints in Heaven? & vice verfa? 

Anfwer. This prefuppofes another Queftion. 
( wz.) In what State or Condition the Bodves.of the 
Fust and unjuft foal avife at the day of Gudgment. 
The Confequence of which Anfwer will Refalve 
the firft Queftion ; in order co which we affirm, 
that they fhall both arife alike, equally Immortal, 
and equally qualified for anEternity of Duration, 


diver fify’d in nothing but their laft Sentence. .Nei- 


ther State fhall fo much as change a Thought,but. 


think of all things together, which will be actual- 
ly prefent to the Intellect of both: We fhallthen 
fee(as the Author of ReligioBibliopolecxpreffes it) 
not by receiving the vifible Species into the narrowgla|s 
of an Organized Eye, we fhallthen bear without ‘he 
di Stintt ard curious C ontexture of the Ear. The Body 
foall then be all Eye, alt Ear, ail Senfe inthe whole, 
and every Senfeinevery part. Ina word, it {hall be 
allover a common Senforium, and being made of 
the pureft -Axther, without the mixture of any lower 
or groffer Element , the Soul fhallby one undivided 
Act, at once Perceive all that ya of Objects, 

which now cannot without feveral difintt Organs, 

ard fucceffive Attions or Paffions, reach oun Senfe. 

Every fenfe thall be perfect, the Ear thall bear 
every thing at once throvgtiout the fpacious L:i- 


not fo qupad 


mits, both of Heaven and Hell witha perfect 
diftinétion,and without confounding that Anthem 
with this Blafphemy , the Eye fhall find no matter 
or Subftance ny it; and fo of the other Sen- 
fes, the reafon of this is plain and convincing, 
for if both ( I mean the Bodies of the Juft and un- 
juft ) were not thus qualified, they could not be 
proper Subjects for the Exercife-of an Ecernity, 
but would confume and be lyable to diffolution 
or new Changes. Hence we aflert that every 
Individual Perjon in Heaven and Hell, fhall heat 
and fee all that pafles in either State; thefe, co 
amore exquifite aggravation of their Tortures, 
by the lofs of what the other enjoy, and thofe to 
a greater increafe of their Blifs in efcaping what 
the other fuffer.—See the Parable of Dives and 
Lazarus. 

Quelt. 2. Whether the Soul is Eternal, or pre- 
existent from the Creation, or contemporary with 
its Embrio? 

An{wer, Soulsare no, Eternal, for then they 
would be Gods, and not Created Beings ( Crea- 
tion fuppofing a Commencement of time ) and 
that they are Created Beings, we have the 
Teftimony of Scripture.—-Nor is the Creation 
af Souls contemporary with any of the fix Days 
labours, becaufe, tis as impoflible they fhould be 
idle, ( being pure Ags ) as tis impoflible for the 


Fire not to burn. But no Perfon could ever yet 


produce one Inftance of their preexiftent acting : 
As to thofe that alledge, How de we know that 
they do not att in fome Region or Place affigned to 
them, where we can have no means left, to inform us 
in what Inftances, or after what manner they Alt? 
Weanfwer, that we may fuppote Worlds ( as 
fome already have ).in the Sun, Moon, and 
every Star ; but fuch fuppofitions are unaccount- 
able,and therefore below the dignity of our Rea- 
fon, which has enough to do inunriddleing many 
things that really are; without loofing our felves 
in the ftragling whimfeys of what are not o- 
therwife than as Fancy gives em Life. Nor wilh 
our Maintainers of Preexiftence find any Ser- 
vice in that Text. @v<. And en she fixth day 
God ended his Warkubich he had made. For tho’ 
it be Litterally true quoad Deum, to whom time 
, and tocome, isthe fame, yet "cis 
quead Hlominem for we fee daily many’ 
pmediate Inftances of the Almighty’s Works by 
adgments, Efcapes, Gc. Which iiave not been 
left to the Eftablifh'd Order of Nature,. aad fer 
cond Caufes. Belides, 'tis obfervable; that tho” 
Adam was the laft of the Creation; yet bis Soul 


was made after his Body, as may be ed, 
from the Order of wordssvix. joie rd 
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God formed Man of the Dust of the Ground, and 
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breathed into bis Noftrils the Breath of Life, and 
be became a living Soul. Hence we conde 
the Soul is only contemporary with a br fit: 
fince there can.be no demonftration » 7 a : 5 
Aftings,prior,to what are appareot bs that s F 
Queit. 3- fees every Man has a goad 
neel attending kim = . , 

gut 4 The Miniftration of Angels is certain, 
but the manner how, is the Knot tobe untyed. 
‘Twas generally believed by the Ancient. Phy- 
lofophers, hat not only Kingdoms had their Fu- 
telary Guardians, but that every perfon had his 
particular Genius or good Angel to protect and 
admonith him by Dreams, Vifions, &c. We read 
that 0) tt, Hier ome ; Plato, and Empedeoles in 
Phearch, were allo of this Opinion, and the 
‘ews themfelves, as appears by that Inftance of 
Peter's deliverance out of Prifon, who retreating 
to his Friends Hovfe, the unexpectednels of his 
Efcape, made ’em believe it could not be Peter, 
but bis Angel. We are not-without Examples 
of the Friendly Offices of Angels. Witnels Gri- 
néus, his Admonition and Efcape from Spires: 
Vide Melaniton’s Commentary vpon Daniel ; Bo- 
dinus bisRelation of his Friends Caleftial Monstor, 
with many more, which would be too tedious to 
recount particularly; and as to the attendance of 
Bad Angels,we have the Manichees and Prifcillia- 
nifts as Patrons of chat Doctrine , but thete have 
been Anathematiz’d as Impious, Groundlefs, and 
Heretical; add to thefe the Opinion of many 44- 
dern Cafmsts,who believe that the/amn’d imme- 
diately turn to tempting Devils, and then every 
Man muft have thoufands attending him, or they 
wou!d be moft of them idle,"who fince the Crea- 
tion are Increas’d to fo greata Number ; but 
this is fuppofition only, and therefore too weak 
a Bafis to build an Artzcle of Faith vupon.We pofli- 
tively affirm, that every Infant has his Particular 
Angel, Matth. 18. 10. and that it isa good Angel 
is deducibie from Afatth. 19.14. nor can we be- 
lieve that goodAngels ceafe to prefide over adult 
Perfons, tho’*never fo Vicious, Luke 15.10. But 
for the particular attendance of Bad Angels, we 
believe it not, and we muft deny it till it finds 
better proof than Conjectures. e 

Queit. 4. Where was the Soul of Lazarus for 
the four days be lay in the Grave ? 

Anfw. \t was neither inHeaven nor Hell ; if 
it had been in Heaven, it had been a great cruel- 
ty to have depriv'd it of the Beatifick Vifion, and 
fent it again into it’s body to hazard another 
pofibility of Damnation:--If it had been in Hell, 
then that Doéirin falls tothe ground, That there 
180 Redemption from thence ; But we are aflured, 
that Hel was not it’s Adanhon, Lazarus being a 
Friend, a Difciple and Believer of the Meffias ; 
fo that we conclude, that thofe Angels which had 
Commiflion for the Reception of the Souls of 
Lazarus, the Shusamites Child, Ce. had alfo 
an extraordinary Order to retain them in their 
€ultody , till the time limited for theirte-entry 
into their re{pective Bodies, as an extraordinar 
Trarflation wasto Enoch, Mofes and Elias, both 
being particular Exceptions from the general 
Ruie, /e és appointed for all Men once to die, and 
after that the Judgment , which Judgment or en- 
trance intoa future or irrevocable State, is im- 
mediately vpon the death of other Perfons, as is 
evicent from the Parable of Dives and Lazarus. 

Queft. 5. Whether ail Souls are alike ? 

Anfo. All Souls ave of equal Excellency and 
Perfection, as well the Sual of an Einbryon, as of 


Arifiocie 5 if you fpeak of the effential or fpecifical 
Exce icncy, which is eqoally communicated to all 


ee os Re Ae, 


the fugulars or iudividua of the fame Species: 


for there is but one /pecifial difference by which 
Man, and every particular Man is diftinguifhea 
fromthe Besjts, fo that one Man isnetmore rea- 
fonable than another. It is true, thatthe genus 
may be more perfect in one /pecies than in ano- 
ther ; fo Manis a moreexcellent Creature than a 
Beaft, becaufe the difference of Rarsonalsty which 
isin Man, is more excellent than the /rvatrona- 
lity of Beafts: But Peter is not a more excelleat 
Manthan Paul, becaufe the /pecrficed difference 
is not more in Peter than in P.x/ 5 inreipect of 
fome accidemral differences, there may be fome 
inequality, but thefe concern nothing the na- 
ture or eflénce of Mari: even fo, one Soul may 
have more knowledge, or other accidental per- 
fe€tiohs then another, inrefpect of fitter organs, 
and a better difpofed phantafie ; othcrwife the 
fame effential excellence is equal in all, and the 
Soul of afocl is not leis excellent then that of 
Solomon, nor of an Embryon, then of him who 
hath lived a hundred years, except in accidental 
perfections, as! have faid: for had the Embry- 
ons Soul the fame perfection of Organs , and 
Phantatie, that the Soul of Ariftorle had fhe would 
exercite the fame organicab Acts that he did ; 
the fame, I fay, that immediately flow from, 
and depend upon theSoul. 

Quelt. 6. Wether *tis lawful for a Man to 
beat bisWife ? 

Anfw. The affirmative would be very dif 
obliging to that Sex, without adding anv more 
to it, therefore we ought to be as cautious and 
tender as may be inaflerting fuch an ill natur'd 
Pofition.—We allow a Wife to be naturaliz’d 
into, and part of ber Husband, and_ yet nature 
fometimes wars againft part of it felf, inejecting 
by Sweat, Urine, @c. what otherwife would 
be deftruéctive to it’s very Frame ; nay, fome- 
times there is occafion of greater violence, as 
lancing, burning, difmembring, Cc. which the 
Patient fubmits to as his Intereft: Now if a 
Man may thus cruelly treat bimfelf, and bean 
Acceflary to his own Torture, he may legally 
chaftife his Wife, who is no nearer to him than 
he is to himfelf, but yet ( for ] am not covetous 
of the Fate of Orpheus ) ‘as none but Doétors are 
proper Judges of feafonableViolences to nature ; 
io there are but few Husbands that know how to 


correct a Wife. To do it in a paflion,and pretend 


Juftice, istidiculous ; becaufe that paflion incapa- 
citates the Judgment from it’s Office; and to 
do it when one is pleas’d, is a harder Task.; fo 
that we conclude, as the legality is unqueftiona 
ble, fo the time and meafure are generally too 
critical for aCalcalation ; whena Wife goes a- 
tray, “tis fafe to ufe a Sympathetick Remedy, 
as the rebuke of a Kifs: the Antipathetick may 
prove worfe than the Difeafe, 

Queft. 7. How came the Spotsinthe Maon? 

Anim, The Mufti and Mabometan Doétors teath, That 
the Angel Gabrie], toavoid a. mains Comet, ashe flew @- 


long, dafht the pinion of one of his Wings againft the 
Moon, which was the caule of thofe Spots; but they forget 


y how they tacitely charge the Angel with an inconfiterate 


rafhnefs and want of Skill, befides the Monfter they make 
him, who could caufe {© great a blemith 2s to be 
difcernable to us at fuch a diftance: we affirm, that in 
its Creation it was made an Opake anddark Body 
illuminable by the Sun, as more proper fur the Regiment 
of the Night, atime of Repo and Ceffation from labour. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

All Perfons whatever may bz refelved gratis in any Queftion 
thas their own fatisfaition or Curiofity foal promp: ‘em 
to, if they fend their Quejtions by 4 Penny Pojt Ferser to 
Mr. Smith at bis Coffee-beufe in Stocks Market in the 
Poultry, where orders are given for the Reception of fuch 
Letvers, and care {hall be taken for thir Refolusion’ by she 
next Weekly Paper after their fending. 
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